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Falling Leaves  

 

Graceful as a dancer, 

Twirling through the sky.  

Turning, tumbling, twisting, 

Gently floating by. 

 

Silent as a church mouse, 

Gliding on the breeze. 

Falling, floating, flying, 

Drifting through the trees.  

 

Falling like a parachute,  

To sleep upon the eaves. 

Waiting, watching, whispering,  

The ever-falling leaves. 
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Interpreting Figurative Language 

Figurative language does not have an everyday, literal meaning.  

It is used by writers to make a comparison, or for dramatic effect. 

Some examples of figurative language are: 

Alliteration – the repetition of the same sound at the start of a word. 

Simile – uses ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare one object to another. 

Personification – giving non-living things human characteristics. 

 

1. Read the poem about falling leaves.  

Using pencils and a ruler: 

a) Underline examples of alliteration in red. 

b) Underline examples of similes in green. 

c) Underline examples of personification in blue. 

 

2. Write these examples into the correct column of the table below. 

Alliteration Simile Personification 
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Interpreting Figurative Language 

3. Add one more appropriate word to these alliterations. 

a) Turning, tumbling, twisting, ____________________ 

b) Falling, floating, flying, ____________________ 

c) Waiting, watching, whispering, ____________________ 

 

4. Make up your own alliteration about falling leaves. 

________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Finish these similes using different words from the poem. 

a) Graceful as a ____________________ 

b) Silent as a ____________________ 

c) Falling like a ____________________ 

 

6. Make up your own simile about falling leaves. 

________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Waiting, watching, whispering. This is personification. 

Make a list of some of the other human characteristics you could 

give to falling leaves. Share your list with your classmates. 
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Answers 

 

1. See table below. 

2.  

Alliteration Simile Personification 

- Turning, 

tumbling, 

twisting 

- Falling, floating, 

flying 

- Waiting, 

watching, 

whispering 

- Graceful as a 

dancer 

- Silent as a 

church mouse 

- Falling like a 

parachute 

- Twirling 

- Gliding 

- To sleep 

- Waiting, 

watching, 

whispering 

 

 

 


