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A Cat or a Dog? 

The Ling family would like to get a pet. They are having trouble deciding 

whether to get a cat or a dog. They decided that the best thing to do 

would be to visit the pet store to get more information. 

Mr. Rodgers, the owner of the pet store, told the Ling family that both 

cats and dogs are loyal family pets. He said that dogs are very social and 

like to be around people or other dogs. He explained that cats are 

happier to be by themselves. Mr. Rodgers also said that both cats and 

dogs are carnivores, which means they eat meat.  

“If you are looking for a pet that you can train,” said Mr. Rodgers, “then 

dogs are your best choice. They are quite easy to train. They can also 

obey basic commands like ‘come’ and ‘sit’. On the other hand, cats are 

very difficult to train. It’s possible that they will never learn to follow 

these commands.” 

The Ling family also found out that cats can jump high and love to climb 

trees. Dogs, on the other hand, will spend most of their time on the 

ground. Because of this, they need to get their exercise in other ways. 

Dogs love going on long walks with their owners; whereas most people 

don’t take their cats for a walk to the park! 

After hearing all of the information, the Ling family decided to go home 

and think about which pet would best suit their family. 
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Comparing and Contrasting 

Comparing is finding how things are the same. Comparing words 

include both, same, alike, in common. 

Contrasting is find how things are different. Contrasting words include 

whereas, although, unlike, instead. 

 

1. Read the text about cats and dogs.  

Using pencils and a ruler: 

a) Underline facts about CATS in red pencil. 

b) Underline facts about DOGS in green pencil. 

c) Underline facts about BOTH CATS AND DOGS in blue pencil. 

 

2. Write down three more ways that cats and dogs are alike. 

a) ___________________________________________________ 

b) ___________________________________________________ 

c) ____________________________________________________ 

 

3. Write down three more ways that cats and dogs are different. 

a) ___________________________________________________ 

b) ___________________________________________________ 

c) ____________________________________________________ 
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Comparing and Contrasting 

4. Write the facts about cats and dogs from the text into the correct 

columns of the table below. Add your own ideas, too. 

Cats 

 

Dogs 

 

Only Cats Both Cats and Dogs Only Dogs 
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Answers 

1. See table below. 

2. Answers will vary. 

3. Answers will vary. 

4.  

Cats 

 

Dogs 

 

Only Cats Both Cats and Dogs Only Dogs 

- happy by themselves 

- difficult to train 

- may never learn 

commands 

- jump high 

- climb trees 

- don’t usually go for 

walks 

- very loyal pets 

- carnivores (eat 

meat) 

- very social 

- like to be around 

people/dogs 

- easy to train 

- can learn commands 

- spend time on the 

ground 

- love long walks 

 


