
Look around your house and consider how reliant 

you may be on electricity. You use electricity to 

power the lights that help you to see at night, 

electricity to warm the water for you to have a 

shower and, you guessed it, electricity to cook your 

dinner, which in turn has been kept cool in the 

refrigerator using electricity! 

Electricity is used in many di�erent ways and 

locations all over the world. Think where we might 

be without this revolutionary concept. Most people 

think that electricity was invented, but this is in fact 

incorrect. It actually occurs naturally. An example of 

natural electricity is lightning, which can be seen in 

the sky during a storm. Many objects have been 

invented though that use electricity to work, such 

as light bulbs, batteries and motors. These objects 

were invented many years ago by now well-known 

scientists and inventors, who were noted for their 

determination and curious minds.  

One name that is synonymous with the 

advancement of electricity is Benjamin Franklin. In 

1752, Franklin was curious about lightning and 

decided to conduct an experiment to prove that it 

was electrical. During a thunderstorm, he went out 

and tied a metal key to the bottom of a kite. He 

then waited for a lightning strike and just as he 

suspected it would, electricity from the storm 

clouds �owed down the string, which was wet, and 

gave him an electrical shock. Today, we know not 

to go out in a storm as it can be very dangerous. 

Franklin was very lucky to not be seriously injured. 

Although he put himself in harm’s way, this 

experiment turned out to be one of the most 

important experiments of all time.

Another American inventor who was pivotal in the 

advancement of electricity is Thomas Edison. In 

1879, Edison found a way to use electrical power to 

make light and produced the �rst commercially 

practical incandescent light (the emission of light 

caused by the heating of a �lament). Although 

Edison is often thought of as the inventor of the 

light bulb, he was certainly not the �rst nor the 

only inventor to invent an incandescent light bulb. 

In fact, some historians believe that there were 

over twenty inventors of incandescent lamps prior 

to Edison’s version. However, Edison is often 

credited with the invention because his version 

was able to outstrip the earlier versions with his 

reliable light bulb that could last over 1200 hours.

Advancements in electricity started to move faster 

after these signi�cant �ndings and by the end of 

the 1880’s, small electrical stations based on 

Edison’s designs were in a number of cities. At this 

stage, each station was only able to power a few 

city blocks, but by the 1930’s, the majority of 

people living in larger towns and cities had 

electricity. It took longer for electricity to reach 

rural communities.

Today, most people around the world have access 

to electricity, although we need to ensure that we 

are using this resource wisely. Environmental 

concerns are driving continued advancements in 

the production of electricity and its sustainability. 

Wind power, solar energy using the sun, 

hydroelectricity using water and biofuels using 

plant and animal waste are all being developed. 

The aim of these renewable energy sources is to 

bring down carbon emissions, caused by the 

production of electricity from fossil fuels.

A brief history of electricity
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Questions
1) Why is it incorrect to say that electricity was invented?

2) Which two individuals can be credited with the advancement of electricity?      

       

             

3) What does the word ‘synonymous’ mean here?

             

             

4) List as many uses of electricity at your school as you can. What things would be di�cult for you to do at school 

without electricity?

             

             

             

             

5) How many days could a light bulb that lasts 1200 hours be on for before needing to be replaced?

             

             

6) What are some ways that you think electricity would be used di�erently around the world? Do you think 

everyone has the same access to electricity? Why/why not?

             

               

   

7) Do you think it is important for electricity providers to produce electricity that is sustainable? Why?

             

             

             

Name: Date:



Answers
1) Why is it incorrect to say that electricity was invented?

It is incorrect to say that electricity was invented because the concept itself occurs naturally in the form of 

lighting, as proved by Benjamin Franklin in 1752.

2) Which two individuals can be credited with the advancement of electricity?

Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Edison are both credited with the advancement of electricity.

3) What does the word ‘synonymous’ mean here?

The word synonymous means that something is closely associated with or connected to something else. In this 

example, the word synonymous means that Thomas Edison is closely associated with the invention of the light 

bulb.

4) List as many uses of electricity at your school as you can. What things would be di�cult for you to do at 

school without electricity?

Answers will vary according to experiences.

5) How many days could a light bulb that lasts 1200 hours be on for before needing to be replaced?

1200 / 24 = 50 days

6) What are some ways that you think electricity would be used di�erently around the world? Do you think 

everyone has the same access to electricity? Why/why not?

Answer will vary according to experiences and knowledge of other cultures.

7) Do you think it is important for electricity providers to produce electricity that is sustainable? Why?

Answer will vary according to experiences.

             

             

             


